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Trio con Brio Copenhagen is marking its 20th anniversary by recording the complete Beethoven piano trios.
Andrew Mellor attends a session for the group's third volume, including the monumental 'Archduke’

here were two languages

being spoken art this

recording session in

(:upthhagtn: Danish and

German. There could have

been a third if the sisters,
violinist Soo-Jin and cellist Soo-Kyung
Hong, had chosen to communicate in
Korean. 'lrio con Brio [.'npenhagen
embodies those three distinctive yer
complementary traditions: the wave of
r‘iEI.]rI.]I.J.'-:I:.." trained instrumental talent o
have t:mq*rgr:ﬂ.] from the Far Fast, the
blossoming of the Nordic classical music
scene into a 21st-century powerhouse,
and the deep-rooted musical cradition of
central Europe.
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the groups series of Beethoven piano
trios recorded for Orchid Classics?
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zood opportunity to investigate the
question. And it's firting that in the first
d.‘{}'n of 20019 — the ensemble’s 201h-
anniversary year — the trio is laying down
a recording of thar work, arguably the
hig]l point of the piano trio literature.

‘If you ask me, the players have a very
distinctive Viennese style,’ the Berlin-
based producer Bernhard Giictler
halt-whispers in my ear as the trio
J_JI.'I:'E"-"I.Tﬁh I.::H' |.I|E'lltf:llllll.ir'll'-‘lll:'.."it'."i:'lil.]['l LI
4 ql:a:,.r of record ir1g at the Danish
Broadcasting Corporarions (DBC)
headquarrers in Copenhagen (both the
string players are members of the
corporation’s symphony orchestra).

“You know the sLOry, right?' he continues.

“The sisters moved with their mother o

Vienna while they were still children; chey

wanted absolutely to ger this Viennese
instrumental education.’
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'WE'RE TRYING TO TOY
AROUND WITH THE
TIMING, DELAYING OR
PUSHING FORWARDS
SLIGHTLY, SO THERE
S AN ELEMENT
OF SURPRISE' -
JENS ELVEKJAER

It was while studying in Vienna that
the sisters met the Danish pianist Jens
F.lw;:l:j.'n:r, whio q"'-'t:lll,l,l:!l]_‘_,-’ frarried
Soo-Kyung. | would say our Aingerprine
— our musical identity — is very much of
the central European school,” the cellist
says. "That is where we met and where
1oLl L]E-['H.]f |'|'_':'|L||tfr."i COHTIE I--rl:l‘"'l.I

Ic’s easy to hear thar assertion borne

out in the elegance and stylistic ease with
'l'f']"lll:,'h E]'“:. I:"l'l"lf.,'.ml;'llf._'. 'ﬂl{l:.h on HL’.E'[I"H:}".":.'I'I.'&

trios. But there are elements in their

performances thar feel entirely modern:
an exceptionally dght, light-footed and
clastic blend and a panther-like agility in
‘r"."l'liL']I :p"l:ll.l Can never lllli'ﬂ hl'_' Sure ”|_||:'||'_'
direction of the next pounce.

“Our background in Vienna gives us a
Certain gruundihg imn 5t}'|:‘.,' Says F.|'|.r|;'1r.j;u;:r,
‘but personally T am a big fan of this
lightness of spirit thar we have in
Scandinavia. By that I mean the joy of
playing. This region is rather obsessed
with chamber music and cthere are
chamber music Festivals and societies all
over the place. Its incredible how much
people love chamber music here. When
vou have the chance to form yourselves
as an ensemble in fronc of these
audiences. .. wn:”, tha SLL Aot can't ]nt:ll:l
but transform icself into joy.’

Another precious Nordic commodicy
had a hand in forming this ensemble:
time. It's such a long, long time betore
you really feel ar home in these works,
says Elvelgaer of the Beethoven. "The
fascinaring thing is how it develops.

I think only now we have a clear idea of
"l-"«"l'“;'lr WL WAL T 1.] [, E'Il'll:_l ['l"ll;: ['I'rI: LTSS HF
getting there has been revealing, When
you're ready, you feel it physically.’
Soo-Kyung CI'liE'I-.‘i in: ‘It's like :'iLIl]-I.ZItZI'Il}"
wearing clothes thar are the right size,
that fit perfectly.”

Does that make the rt::.:nrqling SESS100%
a walk in the park? Nor entirely. The
ensemble spends more than 40 minures
on the sccond halt of the Scherzo of the
‘Archduke’, questioning mulriple aspects
l:lr Ht'll"1 |“:|"|-'tf|ll."-: 11.'5:!55 ['lg :":I“E?—!'ll aril

strucrure and abrupt ending. “It’s not so

much rechnical dithculey,” says Elvekjaer. =

Tt's more that in the middle part of the
Scherzo we're trying to zoom in on some
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even more weird — to tov around witch
the timing, delaying slightly or pushing
torwards slightly, so that there is an
clement of surprise in the performance.’
[sn't it a livtle late 1o be r1l.‘L]-Zi.I]E
interpretative decisions like char -

in the last of the scherzo’s sessions?

T'd say it's more about making an
existing interpreation fresh,” says
Elvekjaer. 'It's also something we do w
|.'|‘|.'f|:||.'f|;| lI“.'f t'lilli‘llg E:-:I‘::n'.:r::-ﬁ. LB |.|:|H|. "."ll']l.f."[l
wie sit down two months from now to
knit the takes rogether, we have a
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he public will be afforded a
unique insighe into that process
courtesy of Trio con Brio
I:: :-'I:Illl‘.lllflilgi‘.lll.'i "HII.'H'.'I.III:P'.'I.‘.I'I ;";.I::IU'IIII J:lrnit:n:'l .
'-:J_L'IWH-'.‘.I_' in collaboration with che DB
classical radio station P2. Elvekjaer
explains: “It’s an interactive web
document involving not all of
Hl:t'| |"||.]'|-'l:'['|'l:'|- ”'.“:lh- |.'||||.| SCHTIE l;:l:l_||"||'_' |':|i:.:r|
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“Archduke”. You'll be able to listen to us
playing them complete, but ar cerrain
key points the user will be able to stop

and watch us on video exploring — in a
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music is doing and why we're taking the
decisions we're taking. We hope it will
help people understand some of the key
moments in these works and ro dig into
||:||." I1it:l.t:"l al ]i.|||.l:" TG, wht:lhr:r 1|Itf}"l]'{'f
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chamber music lovers.”

The Beethoven Zoom project will be
published by the DBC later this year,
in English and in Danish and on the
-’.:l::l|1l:|r.{lil:r:||.'.li ]:I::urLll:'r]t:xh 'r\"‘tfl].‘ii[l:'. ]]l. |.]|.tf
meantime, there is one more day of
sessions to go for the CD. Lare into
I I"IL' Cyemn i'l'lg I:l‘r‘l I"ll.' I,'Il.'l'll..ll lirn.‘llt‘. E_I:l}'..
the score’s description as an “Everest’
has never felt more appropriate.

‘It works best if we imagine we're
playing in front of an audience,’ says
Soo-Jin, ‘bt that's maore -'.‘.:I:-:i]l'!." saidl
than done, and it'’s easy o .~.|i[‘.n into
something thart lacks the tension of
a concert performance.’

“We like long takes,” her sister adds.
“They J‘n:'p 1::-;[1:-;_'5.1“}' in music like the
HJJE"“ il:lg| mve Tl |.'||- | Ill:' II.'aﬁﬂ:I:lil |||";.|."II.l
where the language is complerely
different from char of the earlier trios.
You really need to feel EVery corner

of it.’

The members af Tio con Brlo Copenhagen
compars notes during their recording sessions at
Danih Eroadcasting Corporation headquarters

With all the marital, familial and
professional proximiry flying around in
this particular ensemble, the producer’s
position of neutralicy can be of human
value as much as technical value. "When
".'r':"rt' Tl tf!lj‘l]}-'illg .'-:ir][1-t:||'1ir1g 0 wt g{'ﬁ
51 lII::I";... Hr.‘.rr1|‘1:ir:| ]ISI"l H gr-:‘.:il 'l-"n"ii:r' |'||:-
relaxing us and reminding us to enjoy it,
says Soo-Jin. "He's a grear producer.
We've made hve records with him now,
says Elvekjaer. 'Bur | will always
]'t:l”l'.'f'l:ll]tfj "a"r']l.l.'fl:l W WETSE 'r\"l:rl'lli.i['lg(lll |.I"|l:"
“Kakadu” Variations, and we really
couldn’t make thar last slow variadon
|1._||‘.|E‘.|L'r1, ;l'l:ILE HL‘rn|'|.'l.rL|'*i "-'”il:,'l: LA TNE CWET
the speaker and put a picture in our
minds of a bar in Berlin full of people
drinking beer dressed in leather. We
opened up pretry quickly after thae,” @
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